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The government's Justice Ministry has added its voice to the chorus of recommendations for
profound judicial reforms in El Salvador. An April 21 Justice Ministry press release which criticizes
the country's slow and cumbersome criminal prosecution system follows on the heels of the UN
Observer Mission's (ONUSAL) human rights division report, as well as the Truth Commission
Report, both of which recommended an overhaul of the justice system (see CAU 04/16/93 and
03/26/93). The Justice Ministry document singled out the criminal justice system which relies on
private and written testimony as inefficient in combating crime, adding that the procedures used
often wind up facilitating the violation of rights guaranteed under the constitution. The Ministry
recognized that reliance on outdated procedures had contributed to a generalized lack of confidence
in the justice system among the population. According to the document, due to inefficiencies in
the current system, about 75% of all Salvadorans now behind bars have not yet been convicted
or sentenced, with many of them already having waited in jail for years for their case to come
before a judge. The document asserts that the percentage of detainees awaiting sentencing in El
Salvador is one of the highest in Latin America. The document paints a similarly dismal picture
regarding the rate of resolution of criminal complaints which are filed with the authorities. Of
all criminal complaints filed between 1984 and 1991, only 21% were definitively resolved. The
remaining cases were either dismissed for lack of evidence or the inability to capture suspects, or
have been classified as "pending" and then ignored. Profound reforms in the Salvadoran judicial
system constituted one of the key points in the 1992 peace accords between the government and
rebels, and are considered essential to the authentic democratization of the Salvadoran political
system. The administration of President Alfredo Cristiani asserts that implementation of many of
the judicial reforms stipulated under the peace accords has indeed begun. That position, however, is
not shared by the UN Observer Mission which has criticized the government for moving too slowly
in bringing about the reforms. (Source: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service
EFE, 04/21/93)
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